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Highlights
Highlights 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014

Revenue $2,943,961 $2,710,055 $2,315,938 $2,314,269 $2,209,182 $2,750,872

Administrative 
Expenses

$187,943 $224,161 *$302,600 $165,912 $106,190 $170,326

Cost per $$ 
Raised

6.4% 8.3% 13.0% 7.2% 4.8% 6.2%

Grants disbursed $1,481,779 $1,253,314 $1,210,962 $858,009 $1,817,207 $18,396

Our Mission is to nurture our trusted 
relationships with our generous donors, healthcare 

and community partners, and champion 
exceptional health outcomes for Northern B.C.

*2017 included a one-time capital cost to bring financial reporting back in house with the purchase and set up 
of Financial Edge software at a capital asset recorded of $32,439, with a current year depreciation of $22,196; 
KPMG, Methodworks and Blackbaud set up and training of $60,094; and the additional wages of one staff 
person (Finance Manager – 8 months).   This also included costs for a facilitated strategic planning session.
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Dear Supporters:

For over 28 years the Spirit or the North Healthcare 
Foundation has focussed on innovative support to advance 
the state of healthcare for the University Hospital of Northern 
BC, and the referral area to which it serves.  We help our 
donors align their ability to give with the causes and areas 
that they care about the most.  In doing so, we enrich the 
lives of these generous individuals, but also patients and 
healthcare workers in a meaningful and satisfying manner.   

We consider our foundation unique in some respects as the 
Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation exists to support ALL 
areas of healthcare long before many other specific health 
support areas enter the picture.   We invest is diagnostic, 
treatment and state of the art equipment and enhancements 
to healthcare that support your journey through life – from 
start to finish.   Our ability to contribute on your behalf holds 
no boundaries in respect to age, gender, nationality, ability, 
religion, culture or financial situation.  For us a sick person 
– is a sick person, treatment is treatment, and better health 
outcomes for ALL is what we strive for on your behalf.

Charities, volunteers, and donors continue to invest in the 
long term vitality of our region.  This means planning for the 
future, knowing the demographics of the areas we serve, 
understanding that as we get older we frequent doctors, 
hospitals, and diagnostic equipment more often, and having 
less patience and time to wait for results.  With this in mind 
we work collaboratively with Northern Health, who regularly 
analyzes their patient flow so that the right equipment is 
available, that training for the future is taking place ahead 
of the curve, and that they involve foundations in the bigger 
picture as we all work towards a greater good for the region.  
Your funds stay local – 100%!!

Governance

This past year the board continued to work through many 
strategic initiatives. Finalizing an updated Mission Statement, 
Vision and Values was important.  We hope you see the 
strength and meaning in the words as much as we do.  
Furthering the work of the board meant also transitioning 
to the new Societies Act by November 2018.  This was done 
with the help and guidance of legal counsel, Deanna Randall 
at Wilson, King & Co. and we are pleased to report that we 
are compliant, and continuing to review and engage in best 
practices for our Donors. 

Donors Dollars at Work

Last year presented opportunities for continued support 
for smaller capital campaigns that were loaded with 
impact.  The completion of a dedicated maternal O.R. was 
fully funded as our donors supported a state of the art 
birthing centre for high risk births for a total value of close 
to $300,000.  This increased capacity from 8 operating 
rooms to 9, and allowed for a decrease in rescheduling or 
interruption of many planned surgeries for patients in the 
north.

A comprehensive scan of cardiac services in the north 
resulted in the initial roll out of a Regional Cardiac Strategy.  
Four 4D ECHO Ultrasounds have been funded and are now 
on site.  Endorsed 
by Dr. Hadi, these 
will increase the 
ability to detect, 
diagnose and treat 
emergency and 
ongoing cardiac 
care in the region, 
hopefully reducing 
the current wait 
lists and avoiding 
travel to Vancouver 
for cardiac patients.  
This $630,000 
campaign is for 
the most part 
wrapped up from 
the initial request 
but as there is always 
a need to improve 
cardiac services, the 
campaign will never 
be completely closed 
off. 

Working with the 
Northern Clinical 
Simulation Lab two 
major replacements 
were funded to 
their inventory 

INVESTING IN PATIENT CARE &
of simulation 
equipment.  
SimBaby has 
arrived and 
SimNewB should 
arrive soon.  As a 
university campus 
hospital having the 
necessary tools to 
train healthcare 
professionals is key 
to learning.

Milestones

This year also marked 
the 25th Anniversary 
Celebration of the 
Festival of Trees.  Known 
as a premiere event 
for the City of Prince 
George, this year didn’t 
disappoint.  Partnering 
with the City and the 
Civic Plaza a community 
celebration like no 
other was hosted.  With 
amazing contributions 
from the public, our 
sponsors and donors, 
and of course the many 
volunteers who make 
this event what it is, every event was just that much more 

special.  So special that 
the fund a need that 
included 4 state of the 
art Video Ortho O.R. 
Towers were funded in 
record time and have 
already arrived and are 
in use.   This means 
that hips and knees, 
shoulders and wrists, 
and joints in general 
are now operated on 
by our incredible team 
of Orthopedic Surgeons 
with the latest and 
greatest equipment.  
This is a win-win for all 
surgical procedures.

Two new events were brought in that added significant 
support and engagement in the City.  CopperFalls Custom 
Homes built an amazing home and chose to along with many 
of their subcontractors direct the proceeds to 3 key areas of 
need for the foundation.   Additionally, in partnership with 
Vista Radio group the inaugural Duck Drop saw a sea of ducks 
dropped from a helicopter close to the CN Centre. As part 

of gaming funds 
received this was 
well attended and 
well received by 
the community.   
Both of these 
events are planned 
to go ahead once 
again during the 
2019-2020 year.

MovinG ForWarD

Responding to our donors as we move forward we have 
launched three new areas of interest.  The first being 
Mental Health and Wellness and our efforts to provide the 
opportunity for our donors to provide funding for a Calming 
Room here at UHNBC.  This will kick off on Spirit Day of 2019.  
Finally, but a significant campaign is strengthened with 
the Auxiliary to UHNBC and Northern Health with a 3-way 
partnership to see patient comfort and safety improved with 
$100,000 each for a total of $300,000 being implemented 
for new beds, and a more home-like and safe surrounding 
for the patients of Jubilee Lodge.  We also continue to focus 
on what is good and right for educating children and the 
public through the Spirit of Healthy Kids.  With a focus on 
activities, reading, healthy choices and philanthropy, this 
program is delivered through School District #57 to over 
4,000 homes per year.  Providing children and their families 
with a fun way to 
engage in healthy 
living and giving 
back has seen 
some amazing 
results.  We are 
thankful to deliver 
this in partnership 
with Northern 
Health and the 
Prince George 
Cougars.

Celebrating Impact

Thank you to the donors who have entrusted the 
Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation with 
your donations – we value our partnership with 

you.  Thank you to the Board, staff and volunteers 
– we appreciate your integrity, your skills and 

your enthusiasm for healthcare.  Collectively we 
appreciate the dedication and commitment you 

provide and enable us to grow in the region.   We 
help drive positive change through our ability to 

grant your generous support to those who provide 
service, purchase equipment, develop programs 
and lobby the government for everything that 

the north needs.   Together we can build a more 
vibrant and healthy region, right here at home in 

the North, where we live, work, and play.
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